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seventy horse-power. The wind tunnel at Meudon, near Paris, used
to test the air resistance of aircraft, produces an air current with a
velocity of no miles per hour.

RAIN AND FOG

RAINDROPS are larger in summer than in winter.   Their maximum
diameter in summer is between three-twentieths and three-tenths of
an inch, and their minimum diameter a very small fraction of an inch.
The larger drops come from greater heights than the smaller ones, which
are reduced to about one five-hundredth of an inch diameter in fog.

WEIGHT  OF   A   RAINDROP

An average drop of rain weighs about 0.2 grams. On its way from
the cloud to the earth it covers about thirteen feet a second, and a large
drop falls as fast as twenty-five feet a second. In thunder rain the drops
are negatively charged; the charge and tension are from ten to thirty
times as great in the case of thunderstorms as in ordinary rain.

The British Isles have a mean annual rainfall of just over twenty-two
inches; but as much as 247 inches fell in Carnarvonshire during 1923,
which is 211 inches less than the annual rainfall in Cherra Punji, Assam;
while during 1921 Margate received only nine inches. The average for
London is twenty-five inches; the Lake District has over four times that
Amount Forests, fields, gardens, and meadows are content with an
eight per cent share of all the rain that falls in the country; man uses
only one per cent for drinking and for domestic and industrial purposes;
the greater part runs into rivers and lakes. An inch of rain means
gUghdy more than 100 tons to the acre. Various districts in the British

''Isles receive their maximum rainfall at different periods of the year; in
L^ndoQ, for example, October shows the highest average, but in

- Edinburgh July tops the list.

CANNOT  MAKE   RAIN
In 1923, seven natives were found guilty at Salisbury, Rhodesia, of
the murder of a member of their tribe. They had burnt him as a
sacrifice to the rain goddess in order to break a severe drought. Attempts
to make rain on more scientific principles have been tried from time to
time, usually without success. While experiments carried out in
England to produce a downpour by heavy gunfire have failed, similar
means h^p?e achieved slight success in tie United States and South
America, m the Middle Ages the ringing of church bells was believed
to bring about precipitation.
A number of Dutch aeroplanes dropped powdered ice on clouds
above the Zuider Zee and caused a shower, and rockets charged with
explosives are used for the same purpose by vine growers in Switzerland
ana France? fcut these devices cannot be regarded as solving the problem
of c|^tin^ steady rain over a wide. area.